[Permanent interstitial implantation of 125iodine in case of carcinomas of the oral cavity and the oropharynx. Preliminary report].
The authors present their first experiences gained during the last year with the permanent implantation of 125iodine seeds in thirty patients suffering from carcinomas of the oral cavity and the oropharynx. The properties and advantages of 125iodine, the method of implantation, the dosimetry and the problems of radioprotection are particularly underlined. In every case, we apply pre- or postoperative external radiotherapy, i.e. we expose the primary tumor to a dose of 50 Gy fractionated in the usual manner over four or five weeks. This combined treatment is intended to overcome the resistance to therapy of ORL malignomas and to obtain a high local rate of tumor control and a low rate of functional and cosmetic troubles.